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to Combe's " Constitution of Man/5 which was exercising
a great popular influence. I gave to the Theological
Society the ribs of what in after years, when clothed in
flesh and blood, became my work on the "Method of
Divine Government, Physical and Moral." The most dis-
tinguished member of the Society, who afterward became
the not very successful Professor of Moral Philosophy in
Edinburgh, attacked me ferociously, from what motive I
never could determine. My spirit was aroused, and I
defended myself with considerable pluck, and carried with
me the students, who a short time after elected me one of
their presidents. Henceforth I became one of the leaders
in the theological department. In this, as in some other
cases, I have got more good from my reverses than from
my successes.

There were in the University of Edinburgh a number
of literary societies, some of a more private, and others
of a more public character, such as the Speculative, which
had called forth some of the great public statesmen of
the day. I was a member of several of these societies.
We discussed the various topics with considerable keen-
ness. In the Theological Society I twice opened the
debate on our great Church question, in both cases having
Mr. Henry Moncreiff, son of Lord Moncreiff, as my oppo-
nent. On the first occasion, the debate was on " The veto
of the people on the presentation of a licentiate; shall it
be with reasons or without reasons?" I argued that the
reason should not be required, as it would leave the
presentation in the hands of the Presbytery, who would
have to decide the case. Next year the question was,
"Shall patronage be .abolished?" and I took the side that
it should, and the election, under judicious restrictions,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